BROWN TOO HOT FOR SUN DEVILS AS UK COASTS

TRANSFER HITS SIX THREE-POINTERS; CATS POUND ARIZONA STATE 94-68

:By Jerry Tipton Herald-Leader staff writer

Date story published: Sunday, December 15, 1991 Dale Brown blossomed last night. He scored a season-best 24 points to lead Kentucky to a 94-68 victory over Arizona State.

In one stretch, Brown made six straight three-point attempts to highlight a performance as brilliant as it was surprising.

"I still can't believe it," Brown said to a media horde after the game.

Believe it, teammate Jamal Mashburn said.

"I'm sure nobody has any doubts about him, now," Mashburn said.

Brown came to UK this season billed as an extraordinary shooter.

But in the Cats' first five games, he threw up enough masonry to build another apartment complex along New Circle Road.

He entered last night's game having made just 28.6 percent of his shots and 21.1 percent of his three-point attempts.

Where was the phenomenal shooting he displayed the last two seasons at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College?

Yesterday, as usual, he was on the Rupp Arena floor getting in extra shooting 2 1/2 hours before tip-off.

Brown credited the extra shooting for his 9-for-13 accuracy against Arizona State. He made six of nine three-point attempts.

Brown estimated he took 150 shots yesterday under the supervision of assistant coach Herb Sendek. UK offers the players the option of extra shooting before every game.

"I don't think it's an all-of-a-sudden thing," Sendek said. "It's been a gradual progression since Oct. 15."

To keep the shooting entertaining, Sendek said Brown could not move from a spot on the three-point line until he made 10 straight. Brown said he moved five times yesterday.

The hot shooting carried over to the game.

"I had flashbacks like I was in junior college," Brown said. "I had games like that every night. The only difference was the crowd."

While the shooting helped correct a flaw in Brown's shot, Coach Rick Pitino worked on the player's damaged psyche.

Pitino met with Brown yesterday morning and encouraged him to shrug off the missed shots. Play free and easy, Pitino said.

"He was thinking too much," Pitino said. "I just liked the way he had an aggressive way about him, offensively and defensively. That was the Dale Brown we saw in junior college."

Brown also had a season-best three steals and just one turnover in 29 minutes.
Kentucky (6-1) began the game with a rush. The Cats led by 13 points less than four minutes after tip-off.

UK opened in a zone defense to dull an Arizona State team that had a week to prepare.

"We wanted to get them standing around and not be as aggressive," Pitino said.

Sean Woods led Kentucky's quick start. Challenged by Pitino Friday to beat Arizona State's muscular athletic guards, Woods scored six of UK's first 12 points. The six points came off three driving layups past his man down the left side.

UK wanted the drives to open up the perimeter shooting, Pitino said.

An Arizona State timeout at the 17:16 mark did not stem the tide. Brown took the baton from Woods. Brown made a steal and drove to a layup. Then he hit his first three-pointer. The trey gave UK a 17-4 lead at the 16:03 mark.

Rather than roll over, Arizona State (4-3) countered with its own run.

The Sun Devils used the quickest method of rallying: three-point plays. Arizona State hit three straight three-point shots, two by leading scorer

Jamal Faulkner.

Faulkner concluded a 14-4 run with an old-fashioned three-point play. His rebound basket and free throw cut UK's lead to 21-18 at the 12:25 mark.

Brown steadied UK. His dunk off his own steal began a 9-2 Kentucky run.

The Cats extended their lead to 13 points three times late in the half before settling for a 45-34 cushion.

Kentucky had the second half's only streak. It lasted most of the half as UK opened a lead of 26 points (65-39) before cruising to victory.

Arizona State's relatively inexperienced players rolled over and died defensively.

"This reminds me of how I used to get . . . kicked at Indiana when (Bob) Knight used to like me," Arizona State Coach Bill Frieder said. "Then those same kids beat Knight and he doesn't like me now."

Brown led the way for Kentucky, which made a season-best 60.7 percent of its field-goal attempts. He hit four straight three-point shots in a 20-5 UK run that began the second half.

Later, he added a fifth straight three-point basket of the half before missing from the right corner with four minutes left.

While Brown bombed away, Arizona State went almost seven minutes without a basket. When Dwayne Fontana drove for a layup at the 16:47 mark, the Sun Devils trailed 50-38. The next basket -- center Tony Ronaldson's layup at the 9:56 mark -- reduced UK's lead to 65-41.

"Our intensity level and defense were outstanding," Pitino said. "If we play that type of defense and hawk the ball, we'll be a good club."

